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THE  EMANCIPATOR. 


Assassinated  April  14,  1865. 

The  following  is  a  dialogue  between 
a  newly  enfranchised  freedman  and  a 
pound  Radical  Republican.  The  new 
voter  is  seeking  light  upon  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  his  political  duties ;  his  Radical 
friend  gives  him  plain  facts,  and  dem¬ 
onstrates  clearly  with  which  party  ail 
like  him  should  act.  It  would  be  well 
for  colored  voters  generally  to  seek  out 
some  tried  Radicad  and  question  him 
upon  all  subjects  about  which  they  have 
any  doubt 


A.  Because  that  party  made  h; 
free  and  has  given  him  the  right  to  vo 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Lincoln  a  Republican? 

A.  He  was  a  Republican  President 

Q.  Are  Republicans  in  favor  of  uni- 
!  versa!  freedom  ? 

A.  They  are. 

i  Q.  What  is  the  difference  between 
|  Radicals  and  Republicans? 

;  A.  There  is  none.  The  word  Radi- 
}  cal  was  applied  to  the  Republican  party 
by  its  enemies,  and  has  been  accepted 
by  it 

Q.  The  Radicals  and  Republicans 
are  then  one  and  the  same  party? 
j  A.  Yes ;  and  they  are  in  favor  of 
j  freedom  and  universal  justice? 

Q.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  ward 
I  Radical  as  applied  to  political  parties 
and  politicians? 

A.  It  means  one  who  is  in  favor  of 
going  to  the  root  of  things ;  who  i3  thor¬ 
oughly  in  earnest;  who  desired  that  slav¬ 
ery  should  be  abolished,  that  every  dis¬ 
ability  connected  therewith  should  be 
obliterated,  not  only  from  national  laws 
but  from  those  of  every  State  in  the 
the  Union. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Sumner  a  Republican? 

A.  He  is,  and  a  Radical,  so  are  Thad. 
Stevens,  Senator  Wilson,  Judge  Kelley, 
Gen.  Butler,  Speaker  Colfax,  Chief  Jus¬ 
tice  Chase  and  all  others  wh®  favor 


THE  DIALOGUE. 

Question.  With  which  party  should 
the  colored  man  vote? 

Answer.  The  Union  Republican  party. 
Q.  Why  should  the  colored  ma  ~  ! 

with  that  party? 


giving  colored  men  their  rights. 

Q.  To  which  party  do  the  friends  of 
the  colored  men  in  Congress  belong? 

A.  To  the  Republican  Party. 

What  is  a  Democrat? 

,  A  member  of  that  party  which 


before  the  rebellion  sustained  every  leg¬ 
islative  act  demanded  by  the  slavehold¬ 
ers,  such  as  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  and 
the  attempt  made  to  force,  slavery  upon 
the  Western  Territories. 

Q.  Who  said  that  “a  negro  had  no 
rights  that  a  white  man  was  bound  to 
respect?” 

A.  Chief  Justice  Taney,  a  Democrat. 

Q.  W as  this  sentiment  approved  by 
the  Democracy  ? 

A.  It  was:  and  by  them  only. 

Q.  Why  did  the  Southern  States 
rebel  ? 

A.  Because  the  Republican  party 
in  1801  elected  Abraham  Lincoln  Presi¬ 
dent,  who  was  opposed  to  the  extension 
of  slavery. 

Q.  What  did  they  propose  to  do  by 
rebellion? 

A.  Establish  a  government  of  their 
own,  The  corner-stone  of  which  should 
be  human  slavery. 

Q.  Did  any  leading  rebel  make  such 
a  declaration? 

A.  Yes ;  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  of 
Georgia,  in  a  speech  in  May,  1861,  at 
Montgomery,  Alabama. 

Q.  Whai  position  did  Mr.  Stephens 
hold  in  the  Rebel  Confederacy? 

A.  He  was  their  Vice  President. 

Q.  What  was  the  position  of  the 
Democratic  Party  during  the  war? 

A.  It  opposed  the  war;  declared  Mr. 
Lincoln’s  management  of  it  a  failure; 
resisted  every  measure  in  Congress  look¬ 
ing  to  emancipation,  and  denounced  the 
Government  for  employing  colored  men 
as  soldiers. 

Q.  What  has  that  party  done  since 
the  surrender  of  the  rebels? 

A.  It  has  sustained  Mr.  Johnson  in 
his  efforts  to  restore  your  old  masters  to 
power  in  the  country,  and  opposed  every 
act  for  your  benefit  which  the  Republican 
Congress  has  adopted.  ^  ' 

Q.  Is  it  known  by  any  other  name  ? 

A.  It  is  also  known  as  Conservative, 
Copperhead,  and  Rebel.  Under  each 
name  it  is  the  same  enemy  of  freedom 
and  the  rights  of  man. 

Q.  W oidd  the  Democrats  make  slaves 
of  fee  colored  people  again  if  they  could? 

A.  It  is  fair  to  presume  that  they 


would,  for  they  have  opposed  their  free¬ 
dom  bv  every  means,  and  have  always 
labored  to  extend  slavery. 

Q.  Would  Democrats  allow  colored 

men  to  vote? 

A.  Ho!  They  have  always  opposed 
it  in  Congress  and  in  the  various  State  i 
Legislatures. 

Q.  Who  abolished  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia? 

A.  A  Republican  Congress  and 
Abraham  Lincoln,  a  Republican  Presi¬ 
dent. 

CJ.  Who  freed  the  slaves  in  the  South  ?  i 

A.  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  Republi¬ 
can  President,  by  a  proclamation. 

Q.  Who  made  colored  men  soldiers? 

A.  The  Republican  party. 

Q.  Who  opposed  this. 

A.  The  Democrats. 

Q.  Who  refused  to  recognize  colored 
soldiers  as  prisoners  of  war  ? 

A.  The  Rebels. 

Q.  By  whom  -were  they  murdered  or 
used  as  slaves  when  captured  ? 

A.  By  the  Rebel  government. 

Q.  What  party  sympathized  with 
the  Rebel  government? 

A.  The  Democracy. 

Q.  Who  passed  the  Freedmen’s 
Bureau  Bill? 

A.  A  Republican  Congress  by  more 
than  a  two-thirds  vote  over  the  veto  of 
Andrew  J ohnson,  the  leader  of  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  or  Conservative  party. 

Q.  Who  gave  us  the  Civil  Rights 
Bill? 

A.  The  same  Republican  Congress. 

Q.  What  party  gave  us  the  right  to 
vote? 

A.  The  Republican  party. 

Q.  What  has  the  Democratic,  Con¬ 
servative  or  Copperhead  party  ever  done  j 
for  the  colored  people? 

A.  It  has  tried  to  keep  them  in  slav¬ 
ery,  and  opposed  giving  them  the  benefit 
of  the  Freedmen’s  Bureau  and  Civil 
Rights  Bills,  and  the  right  to  vote. 

Q,.  Why  cannot  colored  men  support 
the  Democratic  party.  * 

A.  Because  that  party  would  dis¬ 
franchise  them,  and,  if  possible,  return 
them  to  slavery,  and  certainly  keep  them 
in  an  inferior  position  before  the  law. 


3 


Q.  With  whom  do  the  disloyal  white  I 
men  of  the  South  desire  the  colored  men 
to  vote? 

A.  With  the  Democratic  party. 

Q,.  Would  not  the  Democrats  take 
away  all  the  negroes’  rights? 

A.  They  would. 

Q*  Then  why  do  they  pretend  to  be 
the  bast  friends  of  colored  men? 

A.  Because  they  contend  they  are 
of  a  lower  race,  incapable  of  providing 
far  themselves,  and  are,  therefore,  hap¬ 
pier  in  an  inferior  position,  or  in  slavery. 

Q.  How  would  it  suit  them  to  be 
served  in  the  same  manner? 

A.  They  would  not  endure  it  They 
call  themselves  a  superior  race  of  beings, 
and  claim  they  are  born  your  rulers. 

Q.  W  hy  do  they  not  do  unto  others 
as  they  would  be  done  by? 

A.  Because  they  are  devoid  of  prin¬ 
ciple,  and  destitute  of  all  sense  of  justice 
where  the  colored  man  is  concerned. 

Q.  Do  all  white  persons  belong  to  a 
party  which  would  treat  us  in  that  way? 

A.  They  do  not.  There  are  many 
who  have  stood  up  nobly  for  your  rights, 
and  who  will  aid  you  to  the  end ;  indeed, 
all  true  Republicans  are  such. 

Q.  Are  there  any  white  persons  who 
have  always  contended  for  our  liberty? 

A.  Yes;  there  are  many  such. 

Q.  To  which  party  do  Ishese  tried 
friends  of  ours  now  belong? 

A.  The  Republican  party. 

Q.  To  what  party  do  the  white  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  South  belong? 

A.  The  larger  portion  belong  to  the 
Democratic  party. 

Q.  Are  the  former  slave-holders  and 
leaders  of  the  rebellion  members  of  that 
party  ? 

A.  They  are,  and  would  not  regard 
you  as  having  any  rights  if  they  were  in 
power. 

Q.  Colored  men  should  then  vote 
with  the  Republican  or  Radical  party? 

A.  They  should,  and  shim  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  as  they  would  the  overseer’s 
lash  and  the  auction  block. 

Q.  Has  the  Republican  party  deceived 
the  colored  people? 

A.  It  has  not  While  the 
party  has  always  been  opposed  t 


|  freedom,  their  education,  and  their  right 
to  vote,  the  Republican  party  has  main¬ 
tained  these  rights. 

Q.  By  whose  exertion  are  we  being 
educated? 

A.  By  the  efforts  of  loyal  teachers  and 
through  the  benevolence  of'  Republican 
friends. 

Q.  Who  builds  and  maintains  ©uj 
school-houses  ? 

A.  The  Freedmen's  Bureau  and 
charitable  people  in  the  North. 

Q.  By  whom  have  school-houses  been 
burned  and  our  teachers  persecuted? 

A.  By  Rebel  friends  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party. 

Q.  To  what  party  do  the  leading 
colored  men  belong. 

A.  Without  exception  to  the  Re¬ 
publican  party. 

Q.  What  are  the  most  prominent 
principles  advocated  by  the  Republican 
party  ?  ^ 

A.  Equal  rights  before  the  law,and 
at  the  ballot  box  for  all  men  without 
regard  to  race  or  color. 

Q.  Do  not  the  Military  Reconstruc¬ 
tion  Acts  secure  to  us  these  rights? 

A.  Yes ;  but  you  may  yet  be  deprived 
of  them  if  your  enemies  get  into  power. 

Q.  What  would  the  people  think  if 
the  colored  men  voted  with  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party? 

A.  The  people  of  the  North  would 
think  that  they  did  not  fully  understand 
their  own  rights  nor  the  duties  devolving 
on  them ;  and  the  people  of  the  South 
would  proudly  say :  “We  have  always 
told  you  that  the  negro  did  not  wish  to 
be  free.” 

Q.  What  use  has  been  made  of  the 
money  which  the  colored  people  of  tbo 
Southern  States  have  paid  as  taxes? 

A.  It  has  been  used  to  establish 
schools  for  white  children;  to  pay  the 
expenrcs  of  making  and  executing  laws 
in  which  the  colored  men  have  had  no 
voice,  and  in  endeavoring  to  have  the 
Supreme  Court  set  aside  the  law  which 
gives  you  the  right  to  vote. 

Q.  *  What!  are  the  Democrats  using 
my  o'wn  money  to  take  away  my  rights  ? 

*  They  have  always  done  so,  ana  will 

;inue  to  while  they  remain  in  power* 
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Q.  Some  people  say  that  we  shall  record  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  not 
be  discharged  from  work  if  ave  dare  vote  trust  it  in  the  future.  In  order  that  you 


the  Republican  ticket  Will  they  do 
that? 

A.  You  should  remember  that  your 
labor  is  worth  just  as  much  to  the  man 
who  employs  you  as  his  money  is  to  you. 

Q.  You  would  advise  us  then  to  dis¬ 
regard  these  threats  and  vote  with  the 
Republican  party? 

A.  Most  certainly  I  would.  Had  you 
not  rather  suffer,  or  even  starve  to  death, 
than  to  aid  a  party  to  re-enslave  you? 
Remember  your  former  condition  and 
avoid  a,  return  to  slavery. 

Q.  The  white  people  South  say  that 
the  Republicans  of  the  North  do  not  care 
for  the  colored  men  only  so  far  as  they 
can  use  them* to  continue  in  political 
power.  Is  that  true? 

A.  It  is  not. 

Q.  What  is  the  reason  that  several 
of  the  Northern  States  do  not  give  us 
the  right  to  vote? 

A.  Chiefly  because  they  have  in  the 
past  been  controlled  by  the  Democratic 
party.  In  the  W estern  States  where  what 
are  called  the  “  Black  Laws”  have  ex¬ 
isted,  which  did  not  allow  colored  people 
to  live  in  them,  there  are  large  bod  las  of 
whites  who  moved  originally  from  the 
slave  States,  and  carried  the  hatred  and 
prejudices  of  slavery  with  them. 

Q.  What  has  the  Republican  party 
done  in  those  States  about  such  laws? 

A.  Abolished  them  as  fast  as  it  ob¬ 
tained  power. 

Q,.  To  what  is  the  Republican  party 
committed? 

A.  To  immediate  Reconstruction 
under  the  laws  of  Congress,  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  common  schools,  open  to 
all;  opposition  to  all  forms  of  slavery; 
the  protection  of  free  speech ;  the  secur¬ 
ing  to  every  citizen  the  right  to  vote; 
the  protection  of  every  man  in  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  equal  riglds,  under  and  be¬ 
fore  the  law,  and  the  perpetual  mainten¬ 
ance  of  the  Federal  Union. 

Q.  Well,  I  am  satisfied.  You  have 
clearly  shown  me  my  duty,  and  I  shall 
impart  the  information  to  my  people. 

A.  Let  me  say  to  you  further,  you 
must  remember  what  has  been  the  past 


may  work  to  the  best  advantage  for  the 
success  of  that  party  which  is  your  true 
friend,  you  should  have  an  association, 
where  all,  white  and  colored,  who  ought 
to  belong  to  the  Republican  party  can 
be  brought  together.  You  want  to 
be  so  organized  that  you  will  act  as  one 
man.  You  should  organize  Union 
Leagues  and  Republican  Clubs.  Here 
is  a  Constitution  for  a  Union  Republican 
Club.  You  can  take  this  and  call  to¬ 
gether  some  of  your  Republican  friends, 
have  them  sign  it,  and  elect  the  officers 
provided  therein.  Then  hold  a  meeting 
once  in  each  week,  talk:  these  matters 
over,  read  newspapers  and  documents  to 
those  who  cannot  read,  and  take  such 
measures  as  will  result  in  conveying  to 
every  colored  man  the  correct  view  of  his 
duties  at  tins  time.  This  is  the  Consti¬ 
tution  of  which  I  speak: 

OOISTSTZtTTTTIOISr. 

Article  I.  TLiriClub  shrdl  b-o  known  an  the  Union  Re¬ 
publican  Club  of- - ,  (nomo  of  town,)  county  ch - , 

State  of - . 

Article  II.  This  Club  i“»  organized  for  the  purpose  of 
advancing  tho  interests  of  the  Union  Republican  party 
in  thi-i  State  and  throughout  the  nation.  It  will  strive 
to  elevate  labor,  educate  the  ignorant,  and  sustain  khfc 
cunse  of  universal  justice. 

Article  III.  The  officers  of  this  club  shall  b-e  a  Presi¬ 
dent,  two  Vice  Presidents,  «t  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  find 
an  l.xecutive  Committee  of  five  members.  The  above 
ntt!|p'd  officers  th&ll  be  elected  at  the  first  meeting  in 
January  and  July  in  each  year,  and  they  shall  holdover 
until  their  successors  are  duly  elected  and  qualified. 

Article  IV.  The  officers  of  this  club  shall  perform  the 
duties  required  of  similar  officers  by  ordinary  parliamen¬ 
tary  usage.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  prepare 
business  for  the  meetings  of  the  club  and  make  buch  ar- 
raugenaenta  as  shall  secure  a  good  attendance.  They  shall 
also  make  such  efforts  as  may  be  in  their  power  to  make 
the  meetings  interesting  and  profitable. 

Article  V.  The  only  qualifications  necessary  to  In¬ 
come  a  member  of  this  club  shall  Lo  a  g<K>d  moral  char¬ 
acter  and  ah  expressed  determination  to  support  the 
principles  of  the  Union  Republican  party. 

Article  VI.  The  expenses  of  this  club  shall  be  de¬ 
frayed  by  voluntary  contributions  from  among  the  nu-m- 
bore  and  others. 


When  each 


organized,  the; 


a.ud 


county  vJ6 

clubs  therein  should  then  meet 
elect  an  Executive  Committee.  This 
Committee  should  take  general  direct  ion 
of  the  campaign;  call  meetings,  obtain 
speakers,  circulate  documents,  sustain 
loyal  newspapers,  see  that  all  qualified 
voters  are  registered,  and  that  the  right 
tickets  are  in  circulation  when  election 
day  comes. 
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